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Sister Dianne
Sister Dianne Doughty, born June 27, 1944, has a 

smile that draws a smile from others she meets. We 
her sisters describe her as “approachable”. Once she 
meets someone, she immediately begins to make 
connections with them and doesn’t forget details 
about who they are.

Dianne grew up in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
with her brother, Carl, who is now 
deceased. Her mother was Irish and 
Native Alaskan, and her father was 
Irish and German. Growing up in the 
late 1940s to early 1960s, Dianne 
attended Catholic grade and high 
school. She was captivated by religious 
books and movies that described the 
call to religious life. They created 
a romantic and mystical picture of 
giving your life in service for God and 
working for change in the world.

Her longing for that kind of life was fulfilled in 
1963 when she entered the Monastery of the Poor 
Clare Nuns in Minneapolis. This new home and 
life allowed Dianne to grow in prayer and to share 
life with 24 other nuns. It also enabled her to sort 
out her genuine inner call from God as compared 
to the Hollywood images of religious life that had 
influenced her as a child.

In the late ‘60s and early ‘70s, religious life 
underwent a renewal with many changes. Some 
of Sr. Dianne’s friends chose to leave the Poor 
Clare community to love God in other ways. Sr. 

Dianne, however, continued to be drawn deeply 
into the service of prayer and community life in 
the midst of those changes. In the latter part of the 
1970s, because of her gracious and kind manner, 
her community asked Sr. Dianne to work with 
women seeking to join their Poor Clare Monastery. 
Through this appointment (which continued into 
the late 1980s), Sr. Dianne also sought to gently 

and respectfully help the community 
incorporate some of the new ideas 
and the changes for religious life 
that came from the second Vatican 
Council.

In the mid-eighties, Sr. Dianne 
shifted her attention from the external 
needs of her community and their 
new members to the needs of her 
own body as she was diagnosed with 

an aggressive cancer. During this experience, she 
faced her own mortality as well as the challenges 
and blessings faced by someone with the disease. 
Later this experience would give her an immediate 
understanding while talking to others living with 
cancer.

During her experience of working with women 
interested in joining the Poor Clares, Sr. Dianne and 
her fellow sisters began to talk about where the spirit 
of St. Clare of Assisi was calling them. What should 
their mission and life-style be in the 21st century? 
Were there new patterns of living and expressions of 
monastic prayer which God might be calling them 
to live? In 1991, Sr. Dianne and three other sisters 
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were given an opportunity to put some of these 
questions and dreams into action. With an invitation 
from Bishop Ken Untener, they left Minnesota and 
traveled to Michigan to form a new Poor Clare 
presence in the diocese of Saginaw.

In this new home Sr. Dianne and her sisters drew 
on the familiar pattern of prayer throughout the day. 
In time, they also found new ways to reach out to 
their wider community in the Diocese of Saginaw. 
Sr. Dianne met people with a smile that encouraged 
them to approach and meet her and her sisters.

Sr. Dianne has chosen to reach out to the people 
of God in several ways. Bishop Untener invited 
her to consider ministry with the churches’ deaf 
community. Sr. Dianne set about learning sign 
language. As a result, she has been able, when 

called upon, to serve as one of the interpreters for 
the deaf community at Sunday liturgy. She is also the 
leader in our own community of Poor Clares. Daily 
she responds to prayer requests from our website. 
She has a natural gift for writing our supporters and 
welcoming visitors. When she meets them at the 
door, the first thing they notice is her warm smile.

During the last few years, Srs. Dianne and Laura 
have been doing Mission Appeals in the Saginaw 
Diocese. During these appeals, Sr. Dianne lets the 
parishioners know that the Poor Clares were invited 
to the diocese to pray for people’s needs. She invites 
the people to send the Sisters their prayer requests, 
and with her ready smile, she asks them for their 
support.

Sr. Laura and Sisters
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Please remember us in your charitable giving. 

https://www.facebook.com/SistersofStClare
http://srsclare.com/ways-to-give/support-our-life-of-prayer/

